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SUBJECT: ITALIAN THINKING ON PORTUGUESE SITUATION 

1. THE ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY IS TRYING TO THINK THROUGH 
POSSIBLE NEXT STEPS IN PORTUGUESE SITUATION. AS WE HAVE 
REPORTED PREVIOUSLY THE ITALIANS CALLED IN THE PORTUGUESE 
AMBASSADOR ON MARCH 21 TO EXPRESS ANXIETY OVER DEVELOPMENTS 
IN PORTUGAL. THEY DECIDED NOT TO MAKE A DEMARCHE IN LISBON 
BECAUSE THEY LACK AN AMBASSADOR THERE AND THE CHARGE IS A 
JUNIOR OFFICER WHOM THE ITALIAMS BELIEVE WOULD NOT HAVE 
ACCESS EVEN TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER. RUMOR WILL MAKE A 
PUBLIC STATEMENT ON PORTUGAL IN ANSWER TO PARLIAMENT S QUESTIONS 
BUT AT THE MOMENT INTERNAL POLITICAL ACTIVITY (PARTY LEADERS 
AND MINISTERS DISCUSSING THE SENSITIVE LAW AND ORDER ISSUE) MAKE 
IT DOUBTFUL THAT THESE STATEMENTS WILL BE MADE BEFORE THE 
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2. POLITICAL DIRECTOR DUCCI TOLD CHARGE TODAY THAT HE IS THINKING 
IN TERMS OF A POSSIBLE EC-9 APPROACH TO PORTUGAL WHICH MIGHT 
STRESS ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND/OR ASSISTANCE ON THE THEORY THAT 
THE AFM LEADERS CAN BE ENCOURAGED TO A LESS EXTREME POLITICAL 
COURSE. DUCCI RECOGNIZES THAT BECAUSE OF THE PECULIAR DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL IMPACT ON ITALY OF THE PORTUGUESE ACTION IN BANNING 

THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY. IT MAY BE DIFFICULT FOR ITALY TO 
TAKE THE LEAD IN THIS EFFORT. HOWEVER, HE NOTED THAT THE EC-9 
POLITICAL DIRECTORS WOULD MEET IN DUBLIN ON APRIL 8 AND AGAIN IN 
LUXEMBOURG ON APRIL 14. HE THOUGHT IT POSSIBLE THAT THE 
DIRECTORS MIGHT DISCUSS HOW THE EC-9 COULD REACT POSITIVELY TO 
THE SITUATION IN PORTUGAL AT ONE OR BOTH OF THESE MEETINGS. 

DUCCI REMARKED THAT NEITHER HE NOR DAVIGNON WOULD BE AT THE 
APRIL 8 MEETING BUT HE EXPECTED THE FULL TEAM ON APRIL 14. 

COMMENT: IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO EXCHANGE IDEAS WITH SOME OF THE 
EC MEMBERS PRIOR TO THESE MEETINGS ASSUMING WE WISH TO ENCOURAGE 
THE EC IN THIS DIRECTION. 

3. DUCCI SAID THAT THERE ARE SOME OFFICIALS WHO LOOK ON 
PORTUGUESE PROBLEM AS SIMPLY A SECURITY ISSUE TO BE DEALT WITH 
IN NATO. HOWEVER, HE BELIEVES WE SHOULD ACCEPT THE PORTUGUESE 
STATEMENT THAT THEY WISH TO REMAIN IN THE ALLIANCE AT FACE VALUE 
AND NOT BELABOR THE POINT. HE WOULD RATHER ENGAGE PORTUGUESE 
SELF-INTEREST IN COOPERATING CLOSELY WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT ENVISAGE THIS AS AN EXCLUSIVE 
RELATIONSHIP. HE FORSEES THAT THE PORTUGUESE WOULD ALSO 
DEVELOP RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB COUNTRIES OR THE LDC'S. BEAUDRY 
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